THE ENGLAND   OF   CHARLES   II

very free and welcome entertainment; and to be short
he gave us order to remember his love to the boy's
mother, and to let her know from him that he received
her boy as his own, and that he willed as carefully of
him as if he was his own, and that he will (by God's
blessing) give him learning and send him to Oxford,
and that he doubted not of friends to get him prefer-
ment there. He called up his wife, and said "sweetheart
you must take this child as mine and yours/ which
she denyed not, but asked her husband who he was
like; he would have her judge first, whereupon she
said the boy was very like a brother of hers, and he
concurred with her in the matter. He was very glad
the boy was past the measles and the small pox.
After we had drunk a glass or two of ale about, he
placed his hand on the boy's head and blessed him
saying ethe Lord God Almighty bless thee, and not
only give thee wisdom and learning, but his grace
also."16

For most Englishmen there was no book-
schooling save such as was given for a year or
so in extreme youth (and soon forgotten) at the
village dame school. In the modern sense the
majority of the population was illiterate. Pepys
tells of a Mayor of Bristol who pretended to read
a pass with the bottom upwards. Yet there
was education for nearly all, and good education
at that. For it was education in craftmanship
and vocation, lovingly taught by father to son
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